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est. File your claim within the period of time that pended while you are financially disabled, dis-Amended Returns and
cussed later.applies. See Amended Returns and Claims for

Claims for RefundRefund, later. If you do not accept a refund If the last day for claiming a credit or refund is
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, you cancheck, no more interest will be paid on the over-

You should correct your return if, after you have file the claim on the next business day.payment included in the check.
filed it, you find that: If you do not file a claim within this period,

you may not be entitled to a credit or a refund.1. You did not report some income,Interest on erroneous refund. All or part of
Late-filed return. If you were due a refundany interest you were charged on an erroneous 2. You claimed deductions or credits you

but you did not file a return, you generally mustrefund generally will be forgiven. Any interest should not have claimed,
file your return within 3 years from the date thecharged for the period before demand for repay-

3. You did not claim deductions or credits you return was due (including extensions) to get thatment was made will be forgiven unless:
could have claimed, or refund. Generally, your return must be post-

marked no later than 3 years from the date the1. You, or a person related to you, caused 4. You should have claimed a different filing
return was due (including extensions). For infor-the erroneous refund in any way, or status. (You cannot change your filing sta-
mation on postmarks, see Filing on time, undertus from married filing jointly to married2. The refund is more than $50,000. When Do I Have To File, earlier.filing separately after the due date of the

For example, if you claimed a refund of $100 original return. However, an executor may
Limit on amount of refund. If you file youron your return, but the IRS made an error and be able to make this change for a de-
claim within 3 years after the date you filed yoursent you $1,000, you would not be charged ceased spouse.)
return, the credit or refund cannot be more thaninterest for the time you held the $900 differ-

If you need a copy of your return, see Copies of the part of the tax paid within the 3-year periodence. You must, however, repay the $900 when
returns under What Records Should I Keep, (plus any extension of time for filing your return)

the IRS asks.
earlier in this chapter. immediately before you filed the claim. This time

period is suspended while you are financially
Form 1040X. Use Form 1040X, AmendedPast-Due Refund disabled, discussed later.
U.S. Individual Income Tax Return, to correct a

Tax paid. Payments, including estimatedreturn you have already filed. An amended taxYou can check on the status of your 2004 refund
tax payments, made before the due date (with-return cannot be filed electronically under theif it has been at least 6 weeks from the date you
out regard to extensions) of the original returne-file system.filed your return (3 weeks if you filed electroni-
are considered paid on the due date. For exam-cally). Be sure to have a copy of your 2004 tax Completing Form 1040X. On Form 1040X, ple, income tax withheld during the year is con-return available because you will need to know write your income, deductions, and credits as sidered paid on the due date of the return, April

the filing status, the first SSN shown on the you originally reported them on your return, the 15 for most taxpayers.
return, and the exact whole-dollar amount of the changes you are making, and the corrected
refund. To check on your refund, do one of the amounts. Then figure the tax on the corrected Example 1. You made estimated tax pay-
following. amount of taxable income and the amount you ments of $500 and got an automatic extension of

owe or your refund. time to August 15, 2002, to file your 2001 in-• Go to www.irs.gov, and click on “Where’s If you owe tax, pay the full amount with Form come tax return. When you filed your return onMy Refund.” 1040X. The tax owed will not be subtracted from that date, you paid an additional $200 tax. On
any amount you had credited to your estimated• Call 1-800-829-4477 for automated refund August 15, 2005, you filed an amended return
tax.information and follow the recorded in- and claimed a refund of $700. Because you filed

If you cannot pay the full amount due withstructions. your claim within 3 years after you filed your
your return, you can ask to make monthly install- original return, you can get a refund of up to• Call 1-800-829-1954 during the hours ment payments. See Installment Agreement, $700, the tax paid within the 3 years plus the

shown in your form instructions. earlier. 4-month extension period immediately before
If you overpaid tax, you can have all or part of you filed the claim.

the overpayment refunded to you, or you canChange of Address apply all or part of it to your estimated tax. If you Example 2. The situation is the same as in
choose to get a refund, it will be sent separately Example 1, except you filed your return on Octo-If you have moved, file your return using your from any refund shown on your original return. ber 27, 2002, 21/2 months after the extensionnew address.

period ended. You paid an additional $200 onFiling Form 1040X. After you finish yourIf you move after you filed your return, you that date. On October 27, 2005, you filed anForm 1040X, check it to be sure that it is com-should give the IRS clear and concise written amended return and claimed a refund of $700.plete. Do not forget to show the year of yournotification of your change of address. Send the Although you filed your claim within 3 years fromoriginal return and explain all changes you
notification to the Internal Revenue Service the date you filed your original return, the refundmade. Be sure to attach any forms or schedules
Center serving your old address. You can use was limited to $200, the tax paid within the 3needed to explain your changes. Mail your Form
Form 8822, Change of Address. If you are ex- years plus the 4-month extension period imme-1040X to the Internal Revenue Service Center
pecting a refund, also notify the post office serv- diately before you filed the claim. The estimatedserving the area where you now live (as shown
ing your old address. This will help in forwarding tax of $500 paid before that period cannot bein the instructions to the form). However, if you
your check to your new address (unless you refunded or credited.are filing Form 1040X in response to a notice
chose direct deposit of your refund). If you file a claim more than 3 years afteryou received from the IRS, mail it to the address

you file your return, the credit or refund cannotBe sure to include your SSN (and the name shown on the notice. Do not use the addresses
be more than the tax you paid within the 2 yearsand SSN of your spouse, if you filed a joint listed at the end of this publication.
immediately before you file the claim.return) in any correspondence with the IRS. File a separate form for each tax year in-

volved.
Example 3. You filed your 2001 tax return

Time for filing a claim for refund. Generally, on April 15, 2002. You paid taxes of $500. On
you must file your claim for a credit or refund November 3, 2003, after an examination of yourWhat If I Made within 3 years after the date you filed your origi- 2001 return, you had to pay an additional tax of
nal return or within 2 years after the date you $200. On May 13, 2005, you file a claim for aa Mistake? paid the tax, whichever is later. Returns filed refund of $300. However, because you filed your
before the due date (without regard to exten- claim more than 3 years after you filed your

Errors may delay your refund or result in notices sions) are considered filed on the due date return, your refund will be limited to the $200 you
being sent to you. If you discover an error, you (even if the due date was a Saturday, Sunday, or paid during the 2 years immediately before you
can file an amended return or claim for refund. legal holiday). These time periods are sus- filed your claim.
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